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A Grand Reunion?

[image: image3.jpg]



“You didn’t miss a thing… Weather was really crap, so a very small, subdued, elderly group gathered reluctantly, spouses wondering what all the fuss was about. In fact, many had trouble finding it again. Others complained about the lack of disabled access. Most were late. Didn’t recognize anyone. Nobody recognized me. Everyone was really boring. The beer was rubbish. In fact, the prices had gone up since I last bought one there. There were no crisps.  Camera didn’t work, (thank goodness!) Went home early. Got a parking ticket. Don’t invite me next time”.

Just kidding! April Fool… I jest. That was merely to startle the very few that missed an amazing and highly memorable day in Theydon Bois on Saturday March 19. It was indeed a grand day, with a great many making very significant efforts to be there. On a scale of one to ten, most rated it a twelve. It came pretty close to Peter Phillips’ idea of it being a Convention! 

With well over fifty attendees, we exceeded expectations in terms of actual original youth club members, but of course not everyone came with their partners. 

Rev. Bill and ‘Nicé Welch, our distinguished founders, were there from Bristol, with their son. And they stayed in Epping with subsequent Club leaders, Len and Rita Joiner, who amazed everyone with their 

youthfulness back then, to say nothing of their current good looks. 

Speaking of good looks, Christine Turner, our Girl on the Green, has certainly blossomed. Incidentally, Christine was at the Church Hall at 7.00 am on the morning of the Reunion, cleaning and setting up the room, for which we thank her greatly! Monster thanks to Jan Archer for the amazing spread of goodies she assembled, so unexpected. And to Derek Boreham and Pete Lock for dusting off the slides, and the projector! It was all well worthwhile. Martin Pinker
Reunited “Pink Elephants” Cast 
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From the left, in both photos, Martin Pinker, Paul Elderton, Rose Renouf, Jan Archer, Sue Clark and Mick Howes.

It’s incredible to believe that the Youth Club’s musical revue, entitled Pink Elephants, was celebrating its Fortieth Anniversary, just a few weeks late. Here you see the honored reassembly of the celebrated cast, minus Adrian Burrows, who we still haven’t been able to trace.

[image: image6.jpg]



Reunion Ramblings

By Martin Pinker

The Reunion was, by all accounts, a fantastic success! Virtually everyone from the original group, without other plans, attended. Many of the over fifty who turned up, had travelled enormous distance to be there. For myself, Pete Lock and Jan Archer, it was particularly rewarding, given that it had been over a year in the planning.

The experience of rediscovering old friends reminded me of the Granada TV series, "Seven Up" which has followed the progress of a group of seven year olds, from diverse backgrounds, every seven years. The most recent, Forty-Two Up, was shown in 1998, so I guess another is imminent. The insight into fates, sealed at an early age, has been fascinating to watch.

Our Theydon Bois experience has been similar in many ways. For most of us, we were very familiar with this motley group of teenagers, whom we grew up with, in a small, tight-knit village community. The majority of us were from basic middle class backgrounds, a few more advantaged than others. But by this time, personalities, characters and prospects were largely set in place. Having taken off to the Colonies, I have been unable to remain in touch with most. 
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So, the re-assembly, on March 19, forty years on, of that same group, now largely grey-haired “Fifty (and Sixty) Up” dispersed Brits, approaching retirement, was fascinating to witness. Most have not changed at all, completely retaining their original early personas. Language attributes, phraseology still intact. A few have added mild accents from their transplanted environments. But the comedians are still comedians. The ambitious among us have largely achieved their ambitions, some with accolades.

The introverts and those preferring to sit in the sidelines back then, have largely remained so. However, among all, the achievements are

numerous. Doctors (of all kinds), a publisher, quite a few teachers, including a few heads, librarians, structural engineers, a jeweller, a director of a foster 

care agency, an anthropologist, an architect, a head

of national programmes at The British Museum, an innkeeper, a few noted marketers and advertising executives, a photographic processing supremo, a very renowned author...the list goes on. 

We’re all tempered by the years that have passed, but basically we’re the same great group of people, with bells on.

The Reunion Mailbox is full!
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What a good day! I thought it all went really well, and it was great to see so many 'old' faces there (some looking older than others!). I really enjoyed it, despite a few doubts beforehand (others confessed to those too) but I think everyone enjoyed themselves. Jill certainly did, and sends her thanks along with mine.

The mix of  activities worked really well, and I think I managed to have little chats with just about everyone. Such a good idea to have the slide show.  

Brilliant food Jan (I say, forget the Pub Grub next time!). Thanks ever so for all your hard work. Sorry I couldn't do justice to it, being rather full of Beef Stroganoff! Thanks for all the organization, Mart & Pete - all those emails, and the newsletters. It was certainly all worth it, and I look forward to the next one!  - Best wishes  Sue (Gaze) Clark
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Just to say a big thank you for all your efforts in organizing the reunion on Saturday. I have thought of my old teenage friends often, but had no way of knowing where they were, let alone how to contact them! In some ways the day seemed quite surreal. Going back to Theydon Bois after over twenty years was strange enough, but to meet with old friends whom I have not seen for nearly thirty years was quite something! Once we got talking we were just the same as we always were, the years just melted away (not though the five stone I have put on since I was twenty-one). It was a great day and I hope that now contacts have been made we can all keep in touch in the future.  Martin Harris (from the kindergarten set).
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Just to say I really enjoyed Saturday's event and to thank you for all of your effort in making it such a success.  I would love to come again if there is a follow up.  

With best wishes, Mick Howes
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What a blast it turned out 

to be.  

Brilliant!!!!!!!!  Jan Archer
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Just a few lines to say thank you for such a lovely day last Saturday.  It was an amazing day.  It was great to be back in Theydon on such a lovely sunny day.  It doesn't seem to have changed very much at all.  Meeting everyone at the pub was quite an experience, recognizing people and remembering names etc.  I think the noise level was a good indication of the success of the Reunion!  Even my husband Maurice (foreground), enjoyed watching people's reactions as they met. I met two people I was at school with, Martin Harris and Nick Lester.  My visit to Theydon certainly brought back some memories and created another really good day to remember. Nicky (Harris) Fishlock
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Thanks for all the hard work in getting the reunion organized and for keeping us well informed beforehand.  It was great fun meeting up with lots of old faces. Big thanks also for the catering at the church hall - someone  (Jan Archer, our Catering Queen -ed) had been very busy! Best wishes  Rose (Gill ) Renouf
So sorry that we didn't make it to the Reunion. We both had very late shifts on Friday night and slept until nearly lunchtime, by then it was time to get me back to Waltham Abbey to work again!

I really enjoyed reading all of the news about folk. Some names rang bells loud and clear; does Lynne Eagland still have her pigtails? Yes, it was that long ago that I last saw her! And Christine Turner, I bet I'd know her anywhere by her wonderful laugh.

I met John Crouch a year or so back with his fiancée. Peter and Paul Elderton I have kept track of, through the family connection with their aunt Josephine who became my step-mother quite some time back. I met Mick Howes briefly back in the early seventies. 

I had no idea that those lovely tales of the Brambly Hedge series were the creation of one of our members. I should like to pass on my congratulations and admiration to Jill Barklem  and to wish her the best in her recovery from her various ailments.  

Pauline (Middlemass) Telfer
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Thank you very much for organizing the reunion - it was a great success. Now that everyone has got over the shock of seeing the ravages of time on the faces of their old friends it will be easier to keep in touch! All the best, Gerry Higgs
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What a great day we had, and what a terrific turnout! It was wonderful to be together again after such a long time. The Railway Arms was just right to bring back memories. And Jan put such a lovely spread together at the Church Hall. Love, Christine Turner
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Just to say a big thank you for all your hard work in organizing the Reunion. It was lovely to see everyone again. I’d forgotten what a nice crowd we all were! I hope we will meet up again soon, and perhaps keep in better touch with old friends. 

Love and best wishes, Vanessa (Ness) Hill
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Congratulations and thanks to Mart, Jan (catering par excellence), and Pete (photographer and organizer extraordinaire), for the excellent reunion bash! Just got back from New Zealand where we 'dined out' on the lingering enjoyment. Regards, Graham Hankinson
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Yes, excellent! Thank you, Mart, Pete and Jan! My brother Pete had an excellent day with his crowd, and Mum had a brief visit from the Welches at the end of the day! 

A day to remember! It was also noted how many of our number have ended up on the wrong side of the Thames! There may be mini-reunions! Please keep the Newsletters going. I shall try to contribute after the elections in May and life begins to settle down.

Best wishes, Paul (Bert) Elderton
For more great photos of the Reunion, please sign up now for our new Theydon Bois Reunion Group Website. We’ve also archived all five of the earlier Newsletters, in case you missed them. Many members have already signed up. Here’s the address:

http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/TBYC-REUNION/

Printing of this TBYC Newsletter courtesy of

EQUANNOX 

Tel: 0870 7462211

www.coolpc.co.uk  and www.equannox.com 

For all your specialized computer requirements

(Check out their websites!)

Close Up: Francis Carey
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I went off to university in 1967 and read history at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, followed by three years at Harvard, then the Institute of Fine Arts in New York. For 18 months after my return to London I was a PhD student at the Courtauld, teaching American students part-time but failed to complete the PhD, partly due to the fact that I married my supervisor! From the age of six I had determined on a career in the British Museum, which duly presented itself  when I was appointed to develop a modern collection within the Prints and Drawings Department, commencing in January 1975. Modernism and the British Museum might seem a contradiction in terms, but I persevered, and had a fascinating time building the collection, putting on exhibitions, getting to know artists, dealers, collectors and museum and gallery colleagues the world over, and working with colleagues across the BM in many different fields and cultures. As of the 1st September 2003, this changed to a new role in the Directorate as Head of National Programmes, involving partnerships and activities across the UK : a sample of what is on right now -  a major exhibition of archaeological material from the Sudan at the Bowes Museum in Co. Durham; an exhibition and educational project 'Across the Board. Around the World in 18 Games' at Segedunum Roman Fort and Museum in Newcastle;a Bronze Age flesh hook, Native American material from an Irish owned collection formed in the early 19thc, and a contemporary 'Throne of Weapons, made in Mozambique from decommissioned firearms at the Ulster Museum in Belfast! 

I remain married to the erstwhile PhD supervisor, an academic art historian and professor at University College London, David Bindman. He has two daughters from his first marriage while we have three children: Dorothea (27) a doctor, now halfway to becoming a psychiatrist; Eleanor (24) a Russian specialist who has gone off to seek her fortune in Moscow, and Jacob (21) in his second year as a Politics student at Manchester University. We have lived near or around Hampstead Heath, on the Highgate side for the past 21 years, though we are contemplating a move closer to the centre. David retires from UCL this summer and will to and fro between here and America to some extent thereafter. My mother continues to live in Woodford where I was living during the Youth Club years, and continues to do more than most people a good 20 years younger, including her work as a part-time legal secretary. 
I travel around the UK all the time so would be very happy to meet up with old friends wherever they may be, and to invite them to any of the events with which I am associated.  Francis Carey

Stop Press: Another member found!

Terry Hammond, in York, thanks to brother, Michael (who by now, may also be a grand-dad!)
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A Nice Apology From Theydon Bois Village Website

The Editor (of the Theydon Bois Village website) apologizes for the lack of recent up dates to the Village Web Site. A combination of a lack of incoming news and work on the East of England Plan response and other projects has meant we have not been able to up date the site as often as we would like. An especial apology is due to the Theydon Bois Youth Club Reunion. We had promised to advertise their reunion gathering that took place on the 19th March in the Railway Arms but it failed to appear. Old Youth Club members were coming from all over the U.K. and further afield. We hope they had a good attendance and a great day visiting the village meeting old friends. 
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We’re still searching for some missing members:

Maggie (Barber), Adrian Burrows, Jenny (Embling), Lynda (English), Audrey (Jackson), Kaye (Prince), Valerie (Sams), Richard Dempsey, Sue Flack, Janice Hoinville, Wendyhoyle, John Kinsey, Kevin Maloney, Fiona Middlemass, Glynis Rixon, Dave Stone, Janet Swan, Stuart Waiting, and Sue Ward. 

If you can help, shoot your leads to Pete Lock: peter@cm14.co.uk  Tel: 01277 216648
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Congrats to another new Grand-dad! 








