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Theydon Bois Youth Club 
Reunion Newsletter

Rediscover all your old friends from the Swinging Sixties, in their original habitat…

Saturday March 19, 2005, 12 Noon!

Volume 2, Issue 4







January/February 2004

Reunion Update

By Martin Pinker
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From all your mail received over Christmas, it seems like a large number of the original Youth Club members and friends are intending to come to the Grand Reunion on Saturday March 19, at 12 noon. 
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The Reunion seems to have taken on a life of its own, to such an extent that Pete Phillips has suggested we rename it a “Convention!”
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Bill and Eunice Welch, our Founders, are planning to be there, and are travelling to Theydon Bois from Bristol. Len and Rita Joiner, who took over the running of the Youth Club from the Welches, will come all the way from Copped Hall, Epping, and I believe they may have offered to put up the Welches.

The Canadian Colonies contingent will be well represented. Martin Pinker(and wife Shari) and Pete Phillips (and partner Teresa) have committed to bring Ontario to a halt to be there. 

We’re still working on fellow Canadians, Richard Turner (in Rockwood, Ontario), Hugh Mitchell (in Montreal, PQ) (see page four), and Richard Lugg (in Bowser, BC). I’m working on my Massachusetts, US brother, Trevor Pinker, who may also be in the UK on March 19.
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Rosemary Gill and her husband Mike Renouf, will be driving all the way from Falmouth, Cornwall, to be there.
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Martin Harris, the Jeweller and Christmas bunny, from Godalming, will be there, with wife Jill. He’s worked on Nick Lester and Andy Routh, so we’re also looking forward to seeing them .

Valerie Smith, from Aldershot, was there early last time, and we hope that she can be there this time.

The Crouches - John, Liz and Jennifer –were among our favourite Theydon families, so we hope they can all make it this time. (Only John was able to make the first Reunion in 1997).

It will also be great to see Christine Price and hubby, from Bideford in Devon.
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Jan Archer, aka Paterson, promises to be there!

Derek (Joe) Boreham lives on Dukes Avenue, Theydon Bois, so he also better be there!

Peter and Margaret Lock, from Brentwood, and long-retired, will certainly be there.
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Alan and Huda Norris, from Buckhurst Hill, will be there. Note:Their Xmas Log is very similar to the one that sent Pete Lock racing to the loo over the holidays!
Pete Higgs, from Bath, and his brother Gerry, from London and Helsinki, will both be there.
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Christopher and Christine Routh, fresh from Page Three, and the West Country, will be there.

Paul (Bert) Elderton, (Marie’s the name of his latest flame), and his brother Peter, will be there.
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Michael Hammond (left), linguistic librarian extraordinaire, will be coming from Hutton.

Reg’s “Wild Man of Borneo”, Mick Howes will be coming up from Brighton, with wife Jill.
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Christine Turner will be crossing the village green to be there, (please invite Cliff!)

Gillian and  little sister Nicola Harris (right) will definitely be there! Last time, Gill also brought her hubby, mother and father, so we’re expecting an even  bigger turnout from her contingent, this time.

Sue Gaze, from Bedford, and super-successful sister Jill Barklem, from Epping, will both be there (bring all your Brambly Hedge stuff for autographs).
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Heather and Alan Cornwall have recently retired, and moved from their lifetime home in Theydon Bois, to Derbyshire, so we’re hoping they need to make a return visit to Theydon. Maybe to see sister Felicity, who was a star attraction at the last Reunion.
Graham Hankinson, (right), and his lovely lady wife, Philippa will stop writing about brands for the day, and will be coming from Kingston-on-Thames.

We’re hoping we’ve enticed several others, like Dave Jennings, Jeff Ryder, Margaret French, Pauline Middlemas and Vanessa Hill.
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If anyone knows the whereabouts of the following people, whom we have not yet found, please send them a copy of this missive, and pass on  their details to us:

Glynis Rixon, Janet Swan, Kevin Maloney, Jeff Webster, Lynne Eagland, and anyone else not included in this honour roll.

The Railway Arms is the excellent location, perhaps the best pub in the village, and Kelly and Colin Bye, the current publicans, have kindly arranged for a local DJ to play music from the Sixties, to set the mood. (We’re not sure if  Reg and Winnie Few, who will be there in spirit, would have approved!). There will be a hot luncheon buffet at The Railway, from 12 noon till 2.30 pm. At around £7.00 per head. From 2.30 –5.00 pm, we will be holding a post-pub Memory Lane Convention /Social, with refreshments, at Theydon Bois Baptist Church Hall, thanks to the hospitality of Rev. David Penegar. Everyone is invited.

Theydon Bois Village have agreed to feature the Grand Reunion on their excellent website: 

www.theydon.org.uk


Many of us will be coming from distant parts, so we have looked into the various options for overnight accommodation in the Theydon Bois area. This is a mixed bag of web listings which have not been tested personally.
Hotels/Motels

Marriott, Waltham Abbey £60 DB&B

Old Shire Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3LX

Tel: 8704 007359

Holiday Inn Express Buckhurst Hill £60 DB&B

High Road, Buckhurst Hill, 1G9 5HT

Tel: 2085 044450

Thatched House Hotel, Epping D£50, DB&B £60

High Street, Epping, Essex 

Tel: 1992 578353

Forest Lodge Stables DB&B £49.95 
Wake Arms, Epping New Road, Epping CM16 5HW

Tel: 1992 815759

Basic Stable Accommodation, but close! 

Bed& Breakfasts

Brooklands B&B Epping DB&B £50

1 Chapel Road, Epping CM16 5DS

Tel: 1992 575424
Glenfield B&B Hill Road,TB DB&B £44

26 Hill Road, Theydon Bois, CM16 7LX

Tel: 1992 812541

Pergola Lodge B&B Epping DB&B £60

Buttercross Lane, Epping CM 16 5AA

Tel: 1992 571354
Country House B&B Epping DB&B £70

16 Beulah Road, Epping, CM16 6RH

Tel: 1992 576044
Can you name these ex-Theydon Boys?:
If you know anyone who is still not in the loop, please let them know, and have them contact Pete Lock, Jan Archer (Paterson) or myself.

Pete Lock: peter@cm14.co.uk

Tel: 01277 216648

1 Thornridge, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4YJ

Jan Archer: jan_archer@hotmail.com

Tel: 01702 206954

5 St. Thomas Road, South Fambridge, Rochford, Essex SS4 3LZ

Martin Pinker: pinker@sympatico.ca

Tel: 1 905 507 8229

12-485 Bristol Road West, Mississauga, Ontario L5R 4G2, Canada

Jan Archer
 “I’ve had a hell of a ride!”
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As you know, I ended up as a teacher, mainly because of the holidays, as I had a young son - now 36!.  I taught Home Economics in Harlow for five years, then foolishly married and moved to South Fambridge, a small village on the River Crouch. My (now ex-) husband and I built a new house, had two children - Anna, now 27 and Richard, now 23.  I am grandmother to Holly (7) and Andrew(5) via Anna and her soon-to-be-ex husband.  My eldest, Jeremy, and his soon-to-be-ex wife lived in Australia for 14 years but came back two years ago.  Richard still lives at home. My parents divorced, mum re-married, dad died, then my step dad died. Relationships aren't a strong family trait!!!

For the past eight years I have been working in a school for children with a range of learning difficulties where I now manage a variety of subjects including Home Economics. The job is 'challenging' shall we say, but someone has to do it.  We recently had an intensive course in Restraint Techniques - teaching isn't what it used to be!

I sometimes think I'd like to retire early, but no chance yet and anyway I think I'd be bored.

[image: image16.wmf]The cookery background led me into cake decorating and outside catering which I still do from time to time.  I dabble in many things and usually do at least one course a year. I have accumulated qualifications in Teaching English as a Foreign Language, Massage, Aromatherapy, Reflexology & Stage Make-up. This year I am learning British Sign Language. I'm doing a three day falconry course next month and a Line-dancing weekend in June.  I recently joined Southend Athletics Club and will compete for the first time this year as a 'Veteran'!!

I managed to fulfil an ambition to have my own horse and we are still going strong fifteen years on.

Same with my dog - always wanted one, had to wait but worth it. He's now 15 and lives with the four cats, kestrel and tawny owl.  I seem to have an attraction for the needy - they  were all rescued in one way or another. Over the years I haven't number, but I've had a hell of a ride!

I will definitely be there on March 19th!
That's about it. Love, Jan XX

Vanessa (Ness) Hill
You may remember me. I was a friend of Lynne Eagland, who lived on Elizabeth Drive, and next door to Mick Howes. I lived in Epping. In fact, my parents, who are both into their 80’s, still live in Epping, and I’m up there quite a lot these days.

I was on the Youth Club trip to Austria, and I’m in the long photo taken in Salzburg – at the salt mine. I’m the only one not looking at the camera!

I have kept in touch with Dave Dungate over the years. He is quite near me, in Cornwall. Also Dave Stone, but he was more of a drinking member, i.e. he met us at the Railway Arms afterwards! 

I left Epping in 1966 to train as a teacher, near Birmingham. I came back to London in 1969 where I taught for many years. I was a deputy head for nearly twenty years in Paddington. By 1993, I’d had enough, so I came down to Totnes, in Devon, where I teach and paint. The painting is beginning to take off, and I’ve had a few exhibitions with friends.

Ness is not sure yet whether she can attend the Reunion, but we’re all  keeping our fingers crossed!
Pete Higgs
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You may remember Pete Higgs, the professional photo processing man, and seasoned Morris Dancer. Pete, older brother to Gerry, lived on Morgan Crescent, and drove a delightful old MG. Mart used to hitch a ride home from the City to Theydon with Pete. Unfortunately, Pete had the habit of running the engine on half a gallon of petrol, and it was not unknown for it to run dry just outside Loughton. This called for Mart to push the car several miles to the nearest station, where another half gallon would be purchased!
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Pete married Valerie, and moved to Nailsea, near Bristol, where he pursued his photographic trade. He has a son and daughter, both of whom have inherited Pete’s colourful personality. Like many others, his marriage went down the toilet. He now lives in Bath with his excellent and lovely partner Ann, and has a successful niche photographic processing business, Argent, in Bristol, which flies in the face of the digital photo revolution. Pete still practices Morris Dancing, and even has his own group of merry performers. Ann, among other things, produces greeting cards and posters based on Georgian art and collectibles. See more at her website:  www.fredericacards.co.uk

Pete has confirmed that he will be there!

Richard Turner
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Richard emigrated to Canada with Mart in 1967. After working for the BBC in London, Rich was keen to work for the CBC in Toronto. Instead he became a successful  advertising account executive for a large Toronto advertising agency, FH Hayhurst. Our early days in Toronto were quite an adventure. Rich and I gravitated to other British friends, with whom we made our own entertainment. (These included Jeff and Chichi Stephenson, who came to our last Reunion). Toronto was a dead town on weekends, nothing was open. So we busked in the subway. Several of us played guitars, and we performed Beatles songs. Busking was unknown in Canada back then, so we attracted a huge crowd. So successful were we, that the Toronto Star newspaper covered the event, and our photo and news story ended up on the front page the next day.

Richard has been deeply involved in the Bahai  faith during his life in Canada. He lives happily in Rockwood, Ontario with his second wife, Ann, his son and adopted daughter.
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Hugh Mitchell

When I finished my Bachelor of Commerce Degree at McGill in Montreal in 1971, I went on VSO to New Guinea to teach for a year, at a Catholic boy's school on Bougainville, in the South Pacific.Massey Ferguson subsequently hired me to work at their Coventry plant, and I started my H R Management career. 

In 1976, I emigrated to Canada for reasons of love and economics. My then-girlfriend-now-wife, Cheryl, is a Montrealer; we married in 1978 and have a 22 year old daughter, Laura. She is in her last year at McGill 

In Montreal, I worked for many years in Labour Relations and Human Resources at McGill.    

After McGill I returned to Consulting, setting up my own firm in Organisational Development, and I happily told people what they should do (and occasionally helped them do it) for the next seven years. I was suckered into returning to management for a brief spell when I became VP HR for CAE, a leading manufacturer of flight simulators, but concluded that I preferred consulting. 

I joined Universalia, as a Partner in 2000 and continue to work with organisations on their H R   issues. We do a lot of international work, and I have been lucky to work on all five continents as a result. One of the best locations was Barbados - one of the worst, Saudi Arabia! 

Cheryl and I live in downtown Montreal, but about 15 years ago, we bought a house north of Montreal in the Laurentians. From there, we can ski downhill or cross-country in the winter and swim in the summer. Cheryl is already retired and spends as much time there as she can; I will probably follow suit in a couple of years. 

I spent a lot of time in Loughton while my parents were still alive, but we finally sold their house in May 2004; my remaining links to England are friends and family dotted mostly around London. Theydon Bois feels like a very long time ago but I have strong fond memories of the Railway Arms and a Youth Club holiday in France, Switzerland and Italy. 

I am sorry that I cannot be at the March 19th reunion, but I had booked a weekend "offsite" with a client before I heard about the get-together. I hope you all enjoy it; have a pint (or two) for me.
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MANY THANKS AGAIN


TO OUR PRINTERS!!





EQUANNOX   


Tel: 0870 7462211





www.coolpc.co.uk  and www.equannox.com
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Theydon Bois Youth Club Reunion


Saturday March 19, 2005


12 noon – 2.30 pm


The Railway Arms


Hot Buffet Luncheon Available





2.30 –5.00 pm


Memory Lane Convention/Social


Theydon Bois Baptist Church Hall


Refreshments


Bring your spouses, partners, kids, pets, and parents. All welcome. 
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