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Theydon Bois Youth Club 
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Rediscover all your old friends from the Swinging Sixties, in their original habitat…
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We are really looking forward to seeing you all at The Grand Reunion. This will be the last communication before the event, but there will certainly be more. Now that we’ve re-established all these connections, we’re going to do our best to maintain them!

Confirmations are coming in thick and fast! Even more old friends are coming out of the woodwork, including a few surprises. Christine Turner just found long-lost Lynn Eagland, and Gerry Higgs found Frankie Carey (at The British Museum), all of whom will be there! As you’ve seen from these Newsletters, we’ve amassed a huge archive of memorabilia and photos. Be sure to bring your own! See you on the 19th.
Where are they now?
Chris and Chris Routh
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As you know Chris(topher) and I met in 1965 on one of those infamous continental holidays arranged by Len Joiner, when you actually had to arrive at a youth hostel on foot.  Oh - the delights of sleeping in the train luggage racks, being trollied in the Rudesheim Drosselgasse and nearly being kicked out of the Titisee youth hostel for playing our guitars too loudly (or perhaps too badly).  Truly we set the standards for future British youth holidaying abroad!   We even beat the Germans at football!  How Len managed to hold it all together I really can't imagine. 

We finally married in 1971 having completed our respective training, Chris in Dundee as a Civil Engineer and me in London as a teacher. We worked in London for a few years before we decided that we had had enough of urban life and moved to the West Country where we spent ten years converting a coach house (we weren’t very good at building) and where we remain to this day.  When we first arrived in the mid 70s we were heavily into the good life growing our own veg., milking goats and keeping ducks and chickens. We still keep a few animals and enjoy gardening but only for pleasure and we now prefer to put our feet up with a glass of wine or two or three! (and not peapod).
Chris worked in Bristol for many years as a Civil Engineer specializing in reservoirs and dams.  During that time he wrote several learned papers - but not nearly as many as his friend the erudite and prolific Dr Higgs!  He now works as a Project Manager for a property development company and commutes to London 2 or 3 times a week! I have been teaching part time since our children were 

born, mainly in Secondary schools but, for the past 16 years, in a school for children with complex problems (learning and behaviour - so a sense of humour is vital!!!). 
Our son Nick (28) and his wife Lucy are expecting their first child in June. (Not sure we are quite ready to be grand parents ). Our daughter Charlotte (25) is a vet in Edinburgh where she trained.
Reading the earlier Newsletters revived many memories (a particularly vivid one being Janice Patterson walking on the glacier near Zermatt in high heels and mini skirt), and I managed to dig out some old photos including this one of the first youth club holiday send-off and a press report from the Express and Independent, August 6, 1965.  We were particularly tickled by the cost! 
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Looking forward enormously to 19th! Christine
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From the UK News Desk….. 
Congratulations to Martin on finally becoming a Canadian citizen. The editorial offices in Toronto were closed back in early February when Martin bid a temporary farewell to the Colonies for the delights of the UK to deal with family matters prior to joining us at the Railway Arms.
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Martin with his daughters, Jennifer and Emma at their recent Canadian Citizenship Ceremony.
Consequently this has given me the opportunity to surprise Martin with a few items unknown to him. 
To thank to everyone for their help in making the reunion possible, from the researchers, to Catering Organizers and especially to all who are coming along.  We have now spread the word just about as wide as it’s possible to do. 
The terrific job Martin has done with the editorial, keeping us amused and informed, searching high and low to find you all, will be all worthwhile with a good turn out. Thanks Martin.

Last Minute Updates

Jenny Thomas and Liz Rodgers are both trekking down on the previous Friday from the wilds of Northern England and keenly looking forward to meeting up with old friends at the reunion. 
Vanessa Hill is traveling up from the depths of Cornwall and has some serious catching up to do; Vanessa will be staying with her long lost school mate Lynn. Seems these two lost touch soon after leaving school. There is going to be an interesting tale or two exchanged about the intervening years. With luck we will be able share some of tales with you in a future edition!
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Felicity Grant (Dodman) sends a  message, “am sorry but I will be unable to attend the Grand get together as I will be in France Skiing which is something that I do a lot, that and driving mad cars with no roof. Please pass my regards to all who come, I will raise a glass of red wine to you all on the 19th on a mountain in France “
Adrienne Bertram (Laver) – “On leaving West Hatch I trained in dentistry. I now live on the Essex  coast (Frinton on sea) and in my early retirement now have an art  deco business here. I have a 30 yr old daughter in Geneva and a 26 yr old son living around here”. 
Jan Archer, our Director of Catering, reminds us that special arrangements have been made for a buffet lunch at the Railway Arms.
The cost per person is £7.00  of which £6.50 is for the buffet meal at the Railway and 50p is towards other anticipated costs.
Something for Free - Ever wished you could call Martin for free when he is back home. Trywww.skype.com  Both Martin P and Pete L are already signed up. All you need is a computer with speakers and a cheap microphone. It works better than BT, and it’s free! And at a very low cost you can also call a landline telephone. Worth thinking about.
Where are they?
There are still a few people out there that we have been unable to contact, or confirm their address. If anyone is in  contact with them, please try and get them to come along.
Dave Stone, Janet (Swan), Kay ( Prince), Glynis (Rixon) have not yet been found. The addresses for Pauline (Middlemass), Chris Mackman are unconfirmed  to name but a few.
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Where are they now?
J C Esquire by himself
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John and sister Jenny
OK.  Embarrassing photographs I can cope with.  I can even endure with quiet dignity Martin’s award of the wooden spoon after the 97 reunion ‘for not bringing my sisters’ But being labelled ‘ the Crouches ….. among our favourite Theydon families’, that’s more than anyone can suffer in silence.  I imagine that Martin will not be aware of our namesakes’ place in the Monday evening TV schedules, and the nations affections, but even advertising executives must know that ‘favourite’ is subjective: suffice it to say that’s not how it always felt on the inside.

Adolescent insecurity has progressed to mid-life insecurity and beyond, but the journey has been interesting.  A career in structural engineering can rarely be described as exciting, but mine has included one or two brown-trouser moments, mainly in connection with work in Dubai  (where my magnum opus remained the tallest structure for the whole of 1979 – and I worked with Len!) and an unhealthily intimate knowledge of the Grosvenor House Hotel.

My first marriage to girl-next-door Jane Pritchard cannot be claimed to have been a great success, although it has left me able to claim a second career – fathering musicians – that while not as well paid as the first has been far more rewarding.  Gabriel and Joe are my pride and joy.

Separation/divorce from Jane coincided with a developing interest in choral singing in general and Harlow Chorus in particular that grew through the 80s into a consuming passion.  I didn’t get to sing any better (close harmony with Graham, then with Chris was as good as it ever got), but I learnt a lot about begging for sponsorship and midnight fly-posting while HC developed into quite a big noise nationally.  As work pressures grew, passion started to turn into resentment, and by the mid 90s I was heading for another divorce, but I had found my second wife.
I married Jo in 99.  She can’t sing to save her life, but has refreshed my love of Spurs, Eric Clapton, and long distance walking (want to walk coast-to-coast? Forget Wainwright, check out my route!), as well as travelling abroad without a choir.  Which brings me to my apology for absence.  Last year we planned to visit the Carolinas to meet up with Jo’s brother, check out some family history, and walk in the Appalachians.  In the event we had to postpone, and the first slot that suited was March this year.  So while Jenny (pictured alongside at our celebration of her 60th last summer) and Liz will be with you on the 19th,I’m sorry I can’t be.  Anyway, the next one (50 years on?) will be the really big one, won’t it? - John
Kelly Bye at The Railway Arms 
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A warm welcome awaits you from Kelly Bye, the Manager at the Railway Arms. Kelly has been there for about five years. The Railway Arms now has a great reputation for food and is the place to eat in the village Derek has tested it regularly, and as you will all remember, he has a great fondness for food. For those of you who have not been back for many a year, outward impressions have changed little, but inside things are a world of difference from the 1960’s 
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As Martin has said back on page one, we would like to continue the newsletters, not on the same frequency as during the build up to this event, but it all really depends on you to supply the news and pictures.  With you help it’s possible.  Pete  
Safe journeys! We hope to see you all on the
19th March 2005
Printing By courtesy of

EQUANNOX 
Tel: 0870 7462211

www.coolpc.co.uk  and www.equannox.com 
For all your specialized computer requirements
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Theydon Bois Youth Club
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Off on a 15-
Germany and
in two weeks, are 19 mem-
bers of Theydon Bois Bap-
tist Youth Club,

The holiday has been
planned by a five-strong
committec—Alan  Norris,
Peter Lock, Rosemary Gill,
Audrey Jackson and youth
leader Mr. Len Joiner. It
will cost each £26, exclud-
ing spending money.

Ten girls and nine boys,
aged between 16 and 21,
are in the Theydon group
making the trip. They will
stay at varlous youth hos-
tels on the continent,

Arriving in  Germany
the youths will go by
steamer down the Rhine
for halfl a day, then stay
at a youth hostel in Rud-
csheim for four days. A
train journey will _take
them to the Black Forest,
where they will stay at
Titisee for five days.

outward going journey will
be  through Switzerland,
staying at Zermatt for five
days. They hope to do
some rambling in this part
of the country.

|
| The final lap of their
|
|

1t is planned to return
(hrough S
| travelling via Lyco:
| majouity of the journcy
| will be by train.

Mr. Joiner organised (wo
simllar trips when he was
teader of a youth club at
Forest Gate.

Two of the Theydon
club’s members — Martin
Pinker and Peter Phillips
—have just returned from

veck holiday in the
Black Forest. They stayed
at various youth hostels,
the onc at




Grand Reunion
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Rediscover all your old friends from the

Swinging Sixties,

 in their original habitat…
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Saturday March 19, 2005
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12 Noon-2.30 pm

The Railway Arms, Theydon Bois

DJ with Sounds of The Sixties

Hot Buffet Luncheon Available
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2.30 –5.00 pm
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Memory Lane Convention

Theydon Bois Baptist Church Hall

Refreshments Available 

Official Photographs

(Don’t be the missing face!)

RSVP (or just show up late!)

Reunion Committee
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Peter Lock: peter@cm14.co.uk, Tel: 01277 216648

Jan Archer: jan_archer@hotmail.com, Tel: 01702 206954
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Martin Pinker: pinker@sympatico.ca, Tel: 1 905 507 8229
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