Appendix C



INFLUENZA PANDEMIC

An influenza pandemic is likely to impact the parish council in three ways viz;

1. reduce the normal capacity for the council to function

2. require the council to take exceptional action and act as an intermediary between the county and district councils and the inhabitants of Theydon Bois

3. increase the need for burial services

In anticipation of such an event the parish council has made the following preparations:

1. The continued provision of normal services.

In Appendix F are listings of the core functions of the parish clerk and the burial supervisor with details of alternate arrangements in the event that they cannot be performed by the designated person. 

In the event that it is felt unwise for the parish council to meet during a pandemic consultation between councillors will be conducted by e-mail and telephone (communication details are shown in appendix d). In the event of a serious depletion of available councillors consideration will be given to co-opting previous councillors to the council.

The parish chairman or deputy or the clerk and one other councillor may decide to suspend standing orders to enable vital tasks to continue to be performed.

2. Exceptional action

Consideration will be given to the following:
2.1 Liaison with local GP’s to ascertain the extent of the problem in the village and offer assistance as appropriate

2.2 Liaison with County and District councils to ascertain the impact on services provided to the village and re-act accordingly.
2.3 Liaison with Church representatives to ensure that an appropriate level of pastoral care can be maintained.

2.4 Liaison with local school and nurseries to ensure that appropriate levels of child care are being maintained.

2.5 Liaison with old folks homes to ensure that adequate levels of care for the old are being maintained.

2.6 Making a risk assessment to ensure that appropriate pre-planning is considered.
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    2.7 Liaison with local funeral directors to ascertain impact on burials and ensure
          capacity is available to cope with any increase.                                              

    2.8 Consider ways in which people in the village can minimise exposure to infection.
    2.9 Consider any required emergency powers and expenditure.

3 Increased Burial Services
3.1 The total capacity in the cemetery is estimated as at Jan 2008;

       total  Burials Consecrated        540  
  used   300           available

       total Burials non-consecrated  190      used   500           available 

 total Cremated remains
    56      used   120+         available

3.2 As each grave is purchased for 2 members of the same family the actual number available is far greater than indicated.

3.3 Cremated remains may be buried in graves and additional area within the cemetery could be set aside for cremated remains.
3.4 In a pandemic consideration will be given to expanding the consecrated area in conjunction with the church, reverting to cremations only or mass burials
3.5 Adjacent land is owned by The Woodland Trust (to the left and rear) and Mr Charles Atkinson (tel: 07880 780151). In extreme circumstances it may be necessary to apply for powers to purchase additional land.

3.6 The actual administration of funerals is performed by local funeral directors. These will need to be contacted to ensure that they are able to cope with increased volumes. Care will need to be taken to ensure that funeral services do not overlap.
3.7 Family sensitivity must not be forgotten even in a pandemic.
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