Mr. Ian Le Gallais

Head of Planning

Epping Forest District Council

323 High Street

EPPING

Essex

CM16 4BX

25th July 2002

Dear Sir,

EPF/1050/02 – Football Academy, Theydon Mount,

Tottenham Hotspur Football & Athletic Club Co. Ltd.
I have just become aware of the above Planning Application and I wish to register the following objections in the strongest terms.

1. The site is in a particularly beautiful part of the Green Belt, which is still actively farmed. There is no reason of overriding importance as to why the principles for Green Belt development should be breached in this case. The proposed development is so large and extensive that it seems to contravene all the possible grounds for development in the Green Belt. A “Brown Field” site nearer to the clubs home ground would be more appropriate.

2. This development would create a precedent, which would make the Green Belt in the Epping Forest District impossible to protect and encourage further applications for development all along the “M11 corridor”.

3. A development on this scale would have a large environmental impact, which would threaten plants and wildlife if a change of use takes place in this rural part of the Roding Valley. 

4. Access to the site is via Epping Lane, which is narrow with dangerous bends; in places two cars cannot pass each other. If the development were to be approved this would inevitably lead to calls for “improvement” which would bring further destruction to the rural character of the area.  

5. The increase in traffic levels would lead to accidents as cars, minibuses and possibly coaches try to negotiate the bends and narrow sections of Epping Lane. It would also encourage faster through traffic in the surrounding villages with an increase in the traffic dangers there.  

I urge the District Council to do everything in its power to reject this application and any subsequent appeal.

Yours sincerely

