
           George Gardner (pictured on page 18) 
 

   On  the  31st July  George  Gardner  was  presented with  a  gift of  wine by  the  Parish  
Council  in recognition of 16 years service as the Burial Supervisor at Theydon Bois parish 
Cemetery.  
 

George started the job in early 1992 and until he decided to retire earlier this year was one 
of the village’s unsung servants working many additional hours without payment. Initially 
the role was chiefly as record keeper and as the interface with members of the public and 
stone masons. A caretaker was also employed but when he left some years ago George’s 
role expanded and he found himself responsible for the arrangement of funerals, interment 
of ashes and many other duties, some of which are now performed by the funeral directors 
themselves. During this period George has been involved with about 250 funerals and 40 
ashes interments. 
 

Running the cemetery is not always a routine task. During the past few years there have 
been a number of incidents of fly tipping and on one occasion a pile of soil was left outside 
the cemetery gates completely blocking access. As a funeral was arranged for that morning 
considerable upset was prevented to grieving residents through George’s urgent actions 
together with members of the parish council. One grave has been exhumed and some 
inappropriate tributes have had to be removed. All these things must be done with tact and 
consideration for the feelings of the surviving relatives.  
 

Regulatory responsibilities have increased over this period and George regularly found 
himself involved in the annual topple test of all the gravestones in the cemetery. Although 
parish councillors are also involved in this task it was always George who was left with the 
task of writing to grave owners and stonemasons to rectify any problems found. 
 

 George has been replaced by Fiona Dodd as Burial Supervisor and Village News would 
    like to wish her all the best in her new role.  She has an ideal role model to follow.                      

                   We wish George every happiness in retirement second time around. 
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Epping Railway Circle - Model Railway Exhibition 
Saturday November 15th 2008 

10.30AM to 5.00PM 

The Village Hall  Theydon Bois  Essex 

10 Layouts, Trade Stands, Refreshments 

Adults £3.00, Children/Concessions £1.50,  

Family (2 + 2 £7.50) 



Royal British Legion 
      Remembrance Sunday 
  Our annual Service of Remembrance will take place on Sunday 9th 
November 2008, starting at the War Memorial, St Mary’s Church, 
Coppice Row at 10.45 am and continuing in the Church for the main 
part of the service.  In the event of inclement weather the entire 
service will take place in the Church.  Medals may be worn and 
standards carried- everyone is welcome. 
 

About The Royal British Legion 
It is the U.K’s leading charity providing financial, social and emotional support to millions 
who have served and are currently serving in the armed forces.  We help over 5000 people 
each month.  The Legion was founded in 1921 to protect welfare and interests of Service 
and Ex-Service personnel, their families and their dependents. 
 

Every Year Our Work Includes 
 

� Providing welfare visits to veterans who are housebound or hospitalised 
� Supplying lifeline alarms to the elderly and infirm 
� Providing mobility aids to the disabled including scooters 
� Providing much needed medical care such as covering the cost of a nebuliser to 

aid breathing and deliver medicines 
� The Legion runs seven Poppy Care Homes and Four Poppy Break Centres, the 

latest of which, Somerset Legion House, in Weston- Super-Mare opened this 
year and has excellent facilities 

 

My appeal is again this year, please do give generously when you see the Poppy Sellers 
outside the shops or they call on you at your homes & please “wear your poppy with pride”. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Due to age, illness and incapacity, we have lost some of our regular poppy sellers and need 
volunteers to take their place.  Can you spare an hour or so anytime between Saturday 1st 
November and Saturday 8th November helping to sell poppies.  Please contact our poppy 
organiser, Alan Hollingberry at 31 Forest Drive Tel: 01992 813260. 
 

 Armistice Day this year is Tuesday 11th November.   
Please pause for 2 minutes – Just to remember. 

 

                                                                                    HARRY MEMORY 

 
Village News Issue 63                                       September 2008                                                     Page  32 

News in Brief, Comments & Notices 



MEMORIAL TREES 
 

Many of the trees throughout the village have been planted by families 
and friends in the memory of a loved one. The names of the sponsors and 
those remembered are displayed in the foyer of the Village Hall.  This 
has proved to be a popular way of remembering loved ones and there is 
still the opportunity for anyone to have a memorial tree planted. The 
cost will be circa £100 depending on the species and availability. 
 
If you would like a Memorial Tree please contact the Parish Office at the 
Village Hall Tel: 813442  e-mail: theydonboisclerk@supanet.com 
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THEYDON BOIS DRAMA SOCIETY 
 

presents 

A Comedy by Neil Simon 
THEYDON BOIS VILLAGE HALL 
COPPICE ROW THEYDON BOIS 

 

23rd, 24th, 25th OCTOBER 2008      Performances start at 8pm 
  

BOX OFFICE : 01992 812250 
Three different couples visit Suite 719 of the luxurious Plaza Hotel, and in so doing a 
hilarious comedy is created. Sam & Karen Nash honeymooned in the suite 20 years ago, 
and Karen wants to recreate that romantic time, but Sam has other things on his mind, is it a 
big business deal or ..? The second occupant is Jesse Kiplinger, a successful film director, 
who has arranged a rendezvous with an old girlfriend, Muriel Tate, from his old school days. 
She is dazzled by Jesse, but is a married woman. Will she succumb? The third  couple  are  
Norman  &  Ray Hubley  who  have  hired  the suite  for  their  daughter’s  
   wedding day.  However, the  bride  has  locked  herself in  the  bathroom  and  refuses  to  
     come out.  Watch  as Norma  & Roy  threaten,  cajole,  curse,  beg  -  anything  to  get   
         their reluctant daughter out. 
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Theydon Bois Horticultural Society 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW   99th Annual Show  Saturday 26th July 2008 
 

Brilliant sunshine, lack of water...(don’t knock the weather though!)  makes it difficult to dig 
and garden but that didn’t matter....we had many new exhibitors who tried something new. 
 

Even people who have lived in the village all their lives as well as newcomers managed to find 
flowers, vegetables and produce, which they proudly staged. We had fewer flowers this year but 
the standard of plants was high, which showed the care and pride people are taking in their 
gardens now. New allotment holders were encouraged by their success to try more classes next 
year...lets hope they do! 
 

Children’s work was stunning with an exceptional class for pottery. Plants grown by the 
children hopefully will encourage a love of gardening and ‘growing your own’ to eat. Epping 
alpine society raised a lot of interest as did the local Village Design Statement Association. A 
tombola in aid of Macmillan Nurses raised £70. 
 

Many visitors enjoyed the afternoon of this traditional village event............however.....next year 
will be our 100th show (make a note of the date - 25 July 2009) and after that, who knows?   A 
loyal band of volunteers, as well as committee members, worked hard to man the plant stall, tea 
room (which was busy all afternoon,)  raffle......all of which showed an increase over previous 
years.  
 

Events like this take a lot of hard work but give the community  a feel good factor. MANY 
THANKS to the army of helpers who made the show a success. 
 
FRONT GARDENS COMPETITION 2008 
 

From an initial list of some 70 gardens selected by the Parish Councillors and following further 
inspection by the Horticultural Society, 21 were shortlisted for judging. Many front gardens 
were seen to be disappearing under paving, possibly as a result of the new parking restrictions. 
Unfortunately the majority of these paved areas seemed very unimaginative and left little or no 
room for any planting to add some interest. The winner of the formal section is pictured on the 
front cover and opposite is the informal section winner. If you are considering paving some of 
your front garden, you may find inspiration by visiting those listed below as winners of the 
Hardstanding with Planting category of this competition. 
 

BARRY TURNER PRESIDENT 
THEYDON BOIS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

FORMAL  
1ST 29 Baldocks Road (front cover) 
2nd 31 Woburn Avenue 
3rd 35 Baldocks Road 

INFORMAL 
1st 8 Hornbeam Road (opposite) 
2nd 48 Orchard Drive 
3rd 26 Heath Drive 

HARDSTANDING WITH PLANTING 
1st 5 Woodland Way 
2nd 2a  Blackacre Road 
3rd 10 The Weind 

COMMERCIAL 
1st The Bull 
2nd  The Queen Victoria 
3rd  Not awarded 



Village News Issue 63                                    September 2008                                                         Page  35 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         

Winner of informal section 
Front gardens competition 



 

Copy for Village News & Website 
Send to Madeleine McCarthy, Parish Clerk, Parish Office  

Theydon Bois Village Hall, Phone & Fax 01992 813442 
Email - theydonboisclerk@supanet.com 

NEXT VILLAGE NEWS COPY DEADLINE - 5th December 2008  

23 Sept Neighbourhood Action Panel—Village Hall—7.30 pm 

25 Sept Parish Council Meeting -  8pm Village Hall 

2 Oct Theydon Bois Rural Preservation Society - Free talk by EFDC on Listed Buildings 

4 Oct Litter Pick meet 9am Village Hall 

6 Oct Parish Council Surgery - Village Hall - 5.30 to 7pm 

17 Oct Horticultural Society - Free talk on Roding Valley Nature Reserve & weighing of 
heaviest pumpkins - Village Hall 8pm 

23 to 25 Oct Drama Society - Plaza Suite by Neil Simon - 8pm Village Hall 

1 Nov Litter Pick meet 9am Village Hall 

3 Nov Parish Council Surgery - Village Hall -  5.30 to 7pm 

9 Nov Annual Service of Remembrance - War Memorial - 10.45 am 

15 Nov Epping Railway Circle  Model Railway Exhibition - Village Hall 10.30am to 5.30pm 

20 Nov Horticultural Society - AGM & free talk on climbing wall plants - Village Hall 8pm 

25 Nov Neighbourhood Action Panel - Village Hall - 7.30 pm 

27 Nov Parish Council Meeting -  8pm Village Hall 

29 Nov St Clare Hospice Quiz - Village Hall - Tickets 812042 

1 Dec Parish Council Surgery - Village Hall - 5.30 to 7pm 

6 Dec Litter Pick meet 9am Village Hall 

various Epping Forest Group of Alpine Garden Society - (page 27) 

various Theydon Bois Men’s Forum - (page 30)  - Music Society - (page 28) 

various Copped Hall Events - (page 9) 

5 Dec Village Xmas Tree Lighting & Carols at Village Hall 

If you would like your event included in the forthcoming events section either in  Village News or the Village Web-
Site please notify the Parish Clerk by phone or e-mail as per the contact details below. Entries for the Village 

News diary must be received by the relevant copy date and are NOT automatically rolled over to the next diary.  
Onus is therefore on the organiser to re-confirm for the next village news. 

Village News Sponsors  - James Sear Estate Agents,  Theydon Bois Pharmacy, Theydon Bois Balti House,  
Indian Ocean, Theydon Bois Nursery,  AND Technology Research - see pages 12 & 13 

Village News 
 

Edited & Produced by 
 

Tony Ames 

Village Website  
www.theydon.org.uk 

 

Edited & Produced by 
Jim Watts 

Village Activities 2008 


